This study aimed to clarify the method for the design and alignment of streets in the Tokaido Road during the Edo period . For the analysis, I selected 24 streets in 53 station towns in the Tokaido Road. These streets still reflect the same straight closely tied to the surrounding terrain, such as mountain summits. I believe that the relationship between street design and surrounding mountain landscapes will be useful for future discussions of regional landscape planning. 
In the era of a global environment, making compact, low-carbon cities for human beings to live in is an important issue. It is also essential to design attractive streetscapes for people to walk along.
In the past, horse-drawn carriages were prohibited on the roads of Japanese traditional cities, and people traveled mainly on foot.
In a sense, many of these cities were designed for the people who walk along the streets. There has actually been much research undertaken concerning the relationship between castle towns and the surrounding geographical features that can be seen from their streets. However, the relationship between the Tokaido Road, the most important highway in Japan during the Edo period (1603-1868), and the surrounding geographical features concerning people who travelled on foot, has not yet been fully investigated, despite it being source of famous artistic expressions, such as ukiyo-e woodblock prints, that depict various scenes from the Tokaido Road.
I therefore decided to conduct a study to clarify the spatial composition features of the post towns along the Tokaido Road from the perspective of the landscape before the post towns were transformed by modern city planning.
Research method
To begin this study, I explored all post towns streets. Since the Tokaido Road is 500km in length, I decided to focus on analyzing the relationship between the directions of 24 straight streets that still maintain their original forms from the Edo period (Figures 1, 2, 3 and 4) and the surrounding geographical features. Scenes from data points of streets were photographed and compared with landscape simulations generated by using Kashmir 3D software (Figures 7, 9, 18, 19, 23, 25 and 27) to check for landscapes that were obscured by buildings.
Results
The calculated direction, length, and angle of elevation between the data points and objective points are shown in Tables 2, 4 Thus I conclude that the straight streets of the Tokaido Road were designed in order to allow travelers and inhabitants to view the landscapes of the surrounding post towns. 
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